
Suggestions for Waterfront Living 

The Prindle Lake Association 

will hold its annual meeting 

on Saturday, September 18, 

2004 at 10:00 am at the 

Grange Hall, Main Street 

Charlton.  All Association 

members and lake area prop-

erty owners are invited to at-

tend.  Refreshments will be 

served. 

There are vacancies on the 

Board of Directors.  Anyone 

interested in joining the effort 

to preserve the beauty of Prin-

dle Lake is encouraged to sub-

mit their name.  Please con-

tact one of the officers listed 

on the last page for details.  

Representatives from the 

Board of Selectmen and Rec-

reation Commission have 

been invited to attend and to 

offer their input on the Town’s 

commitment to the lake, town 

beach and related issues.   

Hope to see you all at the 

meeting! 

 

Living on the water is wonder-

ful.  To preserve the area and 

to maximize everyone’s enjoy-

ment, here are some recom-

mended practices: 

Canada Geese -  These migra-

tory birds are a nuisance.  

Their droppings foul both the 

water and the land, creating a 

health hazard.  You can help 

make Prindle Lake inhospita-

ble to them by following a few 

simple practices. 

 Harass the birds as they 

approach your property 

 Disrupt their nests in the 

spring. 

 Erect a 3’ high fence along 

your shoreline as a goose 

deterrent. 

 Do not feed the geese. 

 Leave or create a 20-30 

foot buffer strip at the 

lake’s edge. 

Other Suggestions: 

 Maintain your septic sys-

tem.  Have it pumped 

every year. 

 Use non-phosphate deter-

gents. 

 Don’t use herbicides, pes-

ticides or fertilizer on 

your lawn and garden 

anywhere near the shore-

line. 

 

Prindle Lake Association Annual Meeting 

September 18, 2004 - 10:00 am 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Aquatic Control Tech-

nology Report 

 Economic Impact on 

Waterfront Properties 

Weed Control Program 2 

Aquatic Control Report 2 

Economic Impact on 

Properties 

3 

PLA Supporters 3 

New Neighbors 3 

Board of Directors 4 

Town Beach 4 

PLA Directors 4 

Membership Application 4 

Inside this issue: 

Summer 2004 

PRINDLE LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Volume 2004, Issue 1 
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Mark your Calendar - 9/18 

10:00 

A rainbow shines over Prin-

dle Lake 



The presence of bladderwort and variable 

milfoil was substantially reduced as a 

result of the weed control program begun 

in June, 2001.  The Association contract-

ed with Aquatic Control Technology of 

Sutton for lake-wide treatments over the 

last three years at a cost of almost 

$35,000.  The Association and the Town 

of Charlton shared the cost.   

We had not planned on treating the lake 

this year.  However, because of a heavy 

infestation of bladderwort in the south-

west cove, we contacted Aquatic Control 

and decided to try a less costly alternative 

of treating just the southwest and north-

ern coves.  Aquatic Control’s post-

treatment report submitted in August, 

2004 is listed below.     

The importance of maintaining an active, 

ongoing weed control program cannot be 

overemphasized.  These invasive weeds 

have been know to infest an entire lake 

within two years.  As they grow, they can 

interfere with water movement, boating, 

swimming and fishing.  The weeds that 

are pulled from the lake should be dis-

posed of in a trash can and not thrown 

back into the water as the weeds can 

quickly reproduce from plant fragments.   

If a lake-wide treatment is needed in 

2005, the Prindle Lake Association treas-

ury will be exhausted.  Financial support 

from the Town has declined substantially.  

Any suggestions for fund-raising ideas 

and volunteers to help would be greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Continued treatment is contingent upon 

meaningful Association fundraising and 

the Town resuming its previous financial 

participation.  The continued financial 

support of our members and non-

member contributors is essential if we are 

to maintain an active weed control pro-

gram.    

 

 

clarity also means that sunlight pene-

trates to the bottom, which will enhance 

the growth of bladderwort during the 

coming weeks.” 

 

 

will continue to grow throughout the 

summer and may become problematic 

later on.  We’ll just have to wait and see.  

Overall, I’d estimate a 80-90% reduction 

in the biomass and cover of bladderwort 

(versus conditions and 

plant growth immedi-

ately prior to treat-

ment) throughout the 

two coves that were 

treated. 

The rest of the lake also 

looked quite good.  The 

only area where I saw bladderwort in 

abundance that might be considered a 

real nuisance was adjacent to the Park.  

Even there, a couple of hours of manual 

raking would clear this weed growth out. 

I was struck by the good water clarity for 

Prindle Lake, considering the time of 

year.  Water clarity as measured with a 

Secchi Disk was to the bottom, through-

out most of the lake and greater than 7.0 

feet. I don’t recall seeing the water this 

clear during previous summers.  While 

the clarity is great for swimming, good 

The following report dated August 2, 

2004 was provided by Gerald Smith, 

President of  Aquatic Control Technology, 

Inc.  Aquatic Control has chemically 

treated Prindle Lake for weed control the 

last several years. 

“I just came back from 

inspecting Prindle 

Lake.  Today’s inspec-

tion occurred just two 

weeks following our 

Reward (Diquat) and 

copper sulfate treat-

ment of the far northern cove and the 

southwest cove on July 19.  I inspected 

the plant growth around the entire shore-

line of the lake and also made two tran-

sects across the middle of the lake.   

I’m pleased to report that the chemical 

treatment worked very well throughout 

the two coves.  I saw no significant float-

ing mats of bladderwort weed, anywhere 

in these coves.  Much of the lake bottom 

throughout these coves is devoid of plant 

growth, however, in some areas there is 

still bottom growth of bladderwort, that 

Aquatic Control Technology, Inc. Report 

Aquatic Weed Control Program 
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“I’m pleased to report that the 

chemical treatment worked very 

well throughout the two coves.” 

...the Prindle Lake Association has a 

Harvester to cut lily pads?   PLA mem-

bers can borrow it.   

...the Association has cables available to 

pull submerged stumps from the water? 

…the Association has negotiated a re-

duced rate with Central Mass Disposal 

for significant savings on trash pick-up 

for our members?   

Call a Director for more information. 

Did you know…  

 Weed Infested Lake.   

Don’t let this happen to Prindle Lake. 



A study commissioned by the CT Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection  

showed that waterfront property values 

substantially decline when the quality of 

the lake deteriorates.  If the lake reaches 

the point where swimming is not advisa-

ble, the average loss in property value was 

35%.  If the water quality deteriorates to 

the point where eating of fish caught is 

not recommended, the value declines 

20% and if both  occur, the value deterio-

rates 41%.   

No one wants this to occur.  Prindle Lake 

is a beautiful place to live but we need 

everyone’s support to keep it this way.  

Support can take many forms:  financial, 

serving on the Board, volunteering your 

time or being a responsible property own-

er who protects the waterfront.       

Call any Director if you would like to help 

protect Prindle Lake.  

 

1 “Economic Evaluation of Connecticut 

Lakes With Alternative Water Quality 

Levels”  Univ. of Connecticut, Dept of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics 

Why Worry about Weeds and Pollutants? 

We extend a warm welcome to families who have joined the Prindle Lake community during the past year.    

 The Dzierzynski’s - Konrad, Izabela & daughter  - Pumpkin Lane - Welcome to Prindle Lake.  It’s great to see you 

enjoying the lake in your boat.    

Fr. Angelos Bishara -   Pumpkin Lane - Although not living here yet, Fr. Bishara is in the process of building his 
new home.  Good luck with your construction project!  

The Kolesnikovas’ - Paul, Donna & family -   Pumpkin Lane - Paul is an attorney practicing in Charlton.  Welcome 
to the neighborhood.   

The Sergio’s - Elizabeth & Stephen - Oak Ridge Drive - the newest residents of our community.   Welcome! 

  

Meet Our New Neighbors! 

Brad & Nancy Smith 

Kara & Andy Smith 

Jerzy & Anna Sobota 

Robert & Elinor Stead 

Barbara Stone 

Linda & Stephen Szaban 

Michael & Denise Thomas 

Jeffrey Thomas 

Sheila & Michael Viel 

Dorota & Janusz Warnajtys 

Barry Williamson 

Pam Wilson 

 

Steve & Kathy Hair 

Rich & Dot Jensen 

Linda Lundgren 

Bruce & Nancy McKinstry 

Norma Narus 

Tina & Ronald Niedbala 

Jeff & Marie Palmer 

Betty Picard 

Richard & Linda Renzoni 

Frank & Ruth Rogers 

John Sandini & Peggy Manty 

John Santos 

John & Nancy Sarafian 

Joe & Kathleen Bialy 

Dave Bidwell 

Fr. Angelos Bishara 

Glenna Brownell 

John & Georgeann Chartier 

Ted & Pam Christensen 

Jim Murray & Kathleen Collins 

John & Pat Colognesi 

Scott & Diane Crowe 

Deborah & Michael Dangredo 

Shannon & Tony Devoe 

Konrad Dzierzynski  

Don & Laura Guertin 

A Big Thank You to Our 2004 Contributors! 
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A swan gracefully swims in Prindle Lake. 



2004 Officers and Board of Directors 

Frank Rogers (President)  248-5200 

Glenna Brownell   248-6938 

Don Guertin (Treasurer)  248-7853 

Rich Jensen   248-7451 

Jeff Palmer   248-6371 

Betty Picard   248-6566 

Nancy Sarafian (Secretary) 248-9596 

Brad Smith   248-7281 

Bob Stead   248-5259 

Linda Szaban   248-6215 

Andrew Visser   248-5322 

Pamela Wilson   248-9050 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

PRINDLE LAKE 

ASSOCIATION, 

 Thank you to all who paid their 2004 

dues and contributed to the weed control 

program.  For those who didn’t join, it 

isn’t too late. 

Please mail your dues and this form to: 

Prindle Lake Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

Or bring it with you to the Annual Meet-

ing on Sept. 18 along with your ideas.  

New members who pay their $30 dues on 

or before Sept. 18 will be eligible to vote 

at the Annual Meeting. 

 

Membership Application 
 

BE A FRIEND TO PRINDLE 

LAKE - 

JOIN TODAY! 

 

____ Yes, I/we want to become mem-

bers of the Prindle Lake Association. 

Name________________________ 

Address______________________ 

Town/State/Zip 

____________________________ 

Phone (optional) 

____________________________ 

Annual Membership $ 30.00 

(through 6/30/05) 

Weed Control Contribution 

($70 suggested)  $________ 

 

Total   $________ 

Town Beach 

For the past 2-3 years, the Association 

has been in contact with the Recreation 

Commission, Board of Health and Se-

lectmen in an effort to have the Town 

clean up the Town Beach and erect a 

fence to prevent geese from grazing 

there. 

On July 6, 2004, several officers (Frank 

Rogers, Nancy Sarafian and Don Guer-

tin) attended the Selectmen’s meeting 

and addressed the problems.  The Board 

was cooperative and voted to have the 

Highway Department erect a temporary 

fence.  We are hopeful that the Recrea-

tion Commission will place a higher 

priority on maintenance and imple-

menting long term improvements.     

If you would like to receive e-mail copies of minutes of the 

Directors’ meetings, please provide Nancy Sarafian with your 

email address.   


